May 24, 2010

10:00 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall

In Attendance:

Voting Members
Officers
Chair-Tom Richardson, Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Secretary-Kay Tomasi, Appointee, President of the Senate

Members
Anthony Sylvester, Mayor, City of Mechanicville
Nelson Ronsvale, Proxy, Supervisor, Town of Halfmoon

Terri Ptacek, Appointee, Governor Paterson, Executive Director, Agriculture Stewardship Association

Jim Sullivan, Mayor, Village of Victory

Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

George Hodgson, Proxy, Bill Peck

Phil Giltner, Proxy, Special Assistant to the Commissioner, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets 

John Rymph, Supervisor, Town of Easton

Attendees
Greg Merriam, The LA Group

John Hayes, Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

Neal Orsini, Rodger’s Island Heritage Development Alliance

Marlene & Alan Bissell, Canal Trail and Hudson Crossing Park

Joe Finan, Saratoga National Battlefield

Lori Solomon-Duell, Project Manager, Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor

Devin Lander, Legislative and Policy Director, NYS Assemblyman Steven Englebright

Tim Holmes, Friends of Saratoga Battlefield

Jim Brangan, Cultural Heritage and Recreation Coordinator, Lake Champlain Basin Program, Champlain Valley National Heritage Partnership

At 10:06am Tom Richardson called the meeting to order and made introductions. 

Minutes

A quorum being present, introductions were made along with a motion to accept the minutes of the April 26, 2010 meeting. The motion was made by Tom Richardson and seconded by Anthony Sylvester to be passed unanimously. 

New Business

Tom Richardson noted the dredging resolution template can be sent out and to let him know if any addresses are needed.

Joe Finan mentioned the opening of Victory Woods on June 5th.  Buses will be available, walking on trail, refreshments will be served at tent near the end of the trail, and dignitaries will speak.  11am-2pm.

Jim Sullivan stated only 9 of 12 waysides.

Joe Finan added work is still being done on the other three.

Jim Brangan discussed CVNHP update.  Will include the area from Clinton County to Saratoga County.  Basin Program is the main manager of National Heritage Area. Work with partners on grant programs. Developed draft management plan – 9000 square miles – provides outline for organizations and municipalities to apply for grant.  Alternatives: do nothing, manage area like Basin Program, interpretation based on NPS recommendations, conservation of natural resources changing landscapes.  June 15, public comments due.  Developing work plan for this fiscal year.  HSWP is defined as a successful groups $3000 grants for support.

Nelson Ronsvale asked if the plan was available online.

Jim Brangan stated yes CVH is online.

A motion to adjourn out of regular meeting and into public meeting was made by Tom Richardson and was seconded by Kay Tomasi to be passed unanimously. 

Stewardship plan Public Meeting

Jim Martin and Greg Merriam – See La Group’s presentation – added to the record.
Terri Ptacek asked how do comments work.

Greg Merriam noted he will be taking comments to the end of this month.

Tom Richardson stated Tracy has an ill daughter.

Alan Bissell questioned how is this group a gate keeper, if project is not in the top 10 is it dead.  

Greg Merriam stated not at all, fluid criteria.

Jim Martin noted the criteria is not set in stone, living system, can be modified.

George Hodgson asked if that is in the plan.
Jim Martin answered yes.

Kay Tomasi asked if there was a time frame to reevaluate the plan.

Greg Merriam did not recommend.

George Hodgson stated 5 years is usually a good amount.

Phil Glitner mentioned to tie n with the 5 year funding plan.

Joe Finan noted should tie in mills and other economic entities – will be getting a paragraph from each chamber.
Jim Martin mentioned this should be a complete economy – more broad based than simply “tourism” – much broader approached.
Kay Tomasi asked if this should come under stewardship.

Jim Martin stated he thinks so and the committee will find its way.  

Joe Finan noted provides historic context – river based economy.

Tom Richardson mentioned thanks to all.

A motion to adjourn the public meeting and reenter the Partnership meeting was made by Anthony Sylvester and was seconded by Terri Ptacek to be passed unanimously. 
Tom Richardson stated the need to reach out to chambers and invite them to Partnership meeting.

Lori Duell mentioned the need to invite town and city planners.

Tom Richardson noted trying to preserve green space.

George Hodgson stated the need to cumulate with adoption of plan and local comprehensive plans.

Joe Finan said supervisors should bring this back to town boards and planners – home rule.

George Hodgson noted template resolution for local governments for adoption.

Tom Richardson asked if planners should be invited.

George Hodgson suggested to work through elected officials and have them carry the message.

Tom Wood noted it was a little premature bringing planners – like the idea of bringing chambers together – should this be equal with local plans – don’t think so.
George Hodgson noted I take back the word equal.

Tom Richardson said to please reach out to all chambers and invite them to next meeting.

Teri Ptacek mentioned the Tour de Farm project and that it was taking place Sunday, August 22 2010.

A motion to adjourn was made by Anthony Sylvester and was seconded by John Rymph to be passed unanimously.  The next meeting is to take place on Monday June 28, 2010 at 10AM in the same location.

PAGE  
4

